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Rilly was scared.

Tt was the witches,

The ones in the walls,

Bvery nicht they would come,
ren=aath the beadcloth=as and shiver
to oot voui!" thev would l=er sats
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%0 he told hris parents,

* ke
Filly's narents wers axhrame
with Rilly.
"7o: would think our child c
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Rilly's Father said; shaking his
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And he could t=11 you why.

torment him. He would huddle

uncontrollably, "We're goine

nically at 3illy, guakinz un-

Billy did indeed have =2 probhlarm,

e
1y unhaeny and dissatisfisd
onld at least be normal,"

12ad from side-to side GRENEEENh

of his hr=aakfest,

in resirmation over the remnants

"Mh o Ttm not sure, Parhans he can ta holpad " ranlyed
Tillv's “other in defenza2, washing har distes,

"o, T don't think so," ?2illv's Father Jabbed imposinrly,
"it sounds like A hon=l2ss case of compulsive Double T=averse
isniration.," .fUYis own comnulsion consisted of an irrssistztls
immlss to r=a2d nsvchiztric mazazines for lavmen.)



So theyv took Billy to a Child Psychiatrist.

"Halla, Rilly,"™ the Child Psvchiatrist said. "How are you
feelins todav?"

"Th, 2ll richt," answered Billy hesit=antlv.

"Sit down," said The Psychriatrist c=ntlv,

Rilly sat.

"Your parents tell me you have trouble sleeping,” he pfobed.

Billy sat, silant,

The Psychistrist vopped the qusestion. Mwhy?"

"Th=th-the witches," Pilly maneged to stuttar out.

"Ah, the witches." Hare was some vrorrsss, ho thought.
"ow, tell me, Billy, why wsm do the witches scare you?"

Rillv startad hawling.

"Tvnical incorrizible juvenile d=linquent,”™ The Psychiatriszt

muttarad, whare his hazrd would have be=an had ha had one,

Tn thr Vazar of Cur Lord Minsteen Savanty-Two, on the after-
nnon of Netohsr ths Rightranth, the followins vrowise wes a2x-
tractad frorm Tillvy,.,

TAlrisht ) now, Tillv, you vromis=z that vou won't 3-e any
mora of those ima~inarv witches of yours, zZizht?

"a_yes sir,' stzmmerad Rillv in reolv,

)



And then; In the Year of Qur Lord Nineteen Seventy-Two,
in the night of October Eishteenth...

They got him.
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GEORGE IN SCHRATZEBERG

When George Pabinowitz dorve into Schratzberg, he didn't
realize what he was putting himself in for. OCf course, hafdly
anybody does these days, but George had never heard of Schratzberg
anyway,

The sign at the edge of town boldly proclaimed BSchratzberg--
Poo. 173." George did not notice it, however. He doove blithely
uo to the service station, and when the boy apprbached, cried,
"Fill 'er up!™ This service dischareed, he naid for the gas
and candidlv statad "I'm Ceorge 2abinowitz. Do you know of &
nlace whare I could stav tonight around hera?n

it hearing his nametha bov's features took on & stony
cast, "vWell, sir," he renlied, "There's a roadhouse 2bout a
mile un the road," "Thank voul} smiled Georee, and gunned on
un the rozd, The boy watched the road for some time, and then
turnad srimlv to the telenhone,

After a time given to allow Gzorsa to settls comfcortably, a k
knock came on the door, "Come inl!" George eriad- shouted over
the noise of his bath. "Who is it?" (Ceorge again, of course.
"atye come for ya, va dirty bastard!" bellowed one of the three
burly masn now occuoving George's room, while smashing throursh
the kathrcom door and bodily heavinz George into the other room.
"atrs coing Lo teach you dirty bastards something!" scrseched

3 s»311 man vro =~iracnlouslv anneared in the doorway, and ‘ust
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3s miraculonsly Aiscnnesred,  The wen tanled “i-, over nis tor-
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tur~4 nrotastatinrs of innoncence, to a nickur truck, in which
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they drove to a cert&}° tree in that town. It was known locally
as "Hangin' Tree] smeeta fis conveniently low branches., There,
to the apnlause of the nonulace, he was strung up with all due »e
pomp and ceremony..

Refore the last man denarted, he tumned and spét, saying

"That'll teach them dirty fuckin' Georged!"™ His name was Tony.
FIN

MOPAL: Some neople can hate you for anything.
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TRANSPORTATION: . OR, HOW THE COOKIES CRUMBLE WITH GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION
Kevin Saunders, 1973 (Telluride Association Summer Program Application essay)

The quality of American transportation has recently been subjected to a great deal of criticism, and this criticism is expected
to become even more popular in the passage of time. It is our opinion that the root of these transportation problems has been
ignored, and that continued ignorance will result in even greater problems.

First one must remember that transit by means of roads has traditionally been a concern of the federal government. Our
present federally-funded state highway system was conceived in 1916, and has been federally co-ordinated since 1921. The
Interstate Highway System was created in 1956 with the passage of the Interstate Highway Act, in order to "further the national
defense” and to "encourage interstate commerce.” Since then American transportation has been dominated by the highway and
freeway systems which span the continent and girdle the cities.

Another federal concern has been the regulation of commerical transportation, to prevent the "gouging” of the customers of
transport concerns. Since the passage of the Interstate Commerce Act government regulation of the industry has been constantly
expanded in size and scope and now covers its every aspect.

The last major government activity affecting transportation is the levying of property taxes. This is significant (although
local) because railroads are the only segment of the industry which must pay property taxes on their right-of-way, due to the fact
that only the railroads own their own right-of-way. All other transport facilities are under government ownership (thus tax-
exempt), resulting in a considerable inequity of competition.

The establishment of the Interstate Highway System was largely responsible for the creation of urban freeway systems, by
allowing the cities to pass on 90% of the construction bill to the federal government. This relieved the cities, to a large extent,
of the burdens of raising tax monies and/or floating bond issues, and the concomitant difficulty of both—taxpayer approval.
(Besides—it's free! All free!) As a result of this, most of the Interstate Highway traffic has been local in nature, and more
efficient mass transit systems have been abandoned.

This is the aspect of the highway system which has eluded many observers: the hidden costs of this system. When the
federal government began funding highway systems, motoring was used largely for short-haul runs with a low passenger or
freight density along the route traveled. In this type of situation, automobile travel is fairly efficient. With the federal funds,
however, road. systems expanded and improved in quality, and therefore attracted more traffic. As road construction and
maintenance are funded by user's taxes, more money was available for road building. Traffic increased. Funds again increased.
Soon congestion became a problem, so more funds were expended, to enlarge urban road systems, which expansion again
encouraged more usage of these systems. Those employing the systems figured that they were economizing by making more use
of their car, and that at any rate, automobile travel was .more convenient. When automobile travel become inconvenient, the
obvious solution was to build more roads and parking lots to accomodate the ever-burgeoning automobile growth. Which
attracted traffic, which increased funds, which... soon everybody would be driving, and that wonderful convenience would be
compensated for by the traffic jams. And where was that economy? An illusion at 12 cents a mile, with rail travel at 4 cents.
Remember that road right-of-ways are tax-exempt, so that the 12 cents per mile figure would be ludicrously low in a competitive
situation. With cities dying for lack of revenue, up to half of any given urban area is tax-exempt pavement. With a cumulative
toll of 1,600,000 lives since 1900, and inestimable financial, social, and environmental costs (60% of all air pollution is caused
by automobiles; no-one has bothered to compile statistics for related activities), the highway system seems to be a pretty dismal
failure. :

In the field of government regulation, it is estimated that uncalled-for regulation causes a loss of approximately $10 billion
a year in the transportation industry. There should be no need to elaborate upon the causes of wasteful regulation, as it is rather
well known that the tendency of any entrenched bureaucracy is to expand its domain. This has happened, and at the expense of -
economy.

Property taxation has probably been one of the largest problems in transportation. The only transportation concerns
subjected to property taxes on rights-of-way are the railroads. In addition only the railroads are expected to construct and
maintain their own rights-of-way: highways and air terminals are provided gratis to the truck, bus, and airline businesses.
Railroads pay some $300 million in property taxes each year, and face subsidized competition. It appears that federal ownership
of rail rights-of-way (once proposed by William F. Buckley Jr.) is to be the solution, and is being considered as a cure for the
Penn Central's woes. This eliminates the tax problem, but leaves the way open for government mismanagement, and would seem
to stifle expansion of the rail system. .

It should be fairly apparent that at the root of our transportation problems lies government intervention in commerce. "l"hxs
intervention has been responsible for the adoption of an inefficient mode of mass tramsit nationwide, and has stifled competition
which would benefit the consumer, besides abetting further government intervention in other areas. We contend that a re-
examination of the government's role in transportation is called for. )

As for what policies should be adhered to in the light of the difficulty of achieving government disengagement _w:thout
considerable economic dislocation, we regard a policy of gradualism as being the most palatable. All fund_ing for local highways
not actually under construction should be terminated. Several urban expressway projects near completion have already l?een
abandoned due to a reconmsideration of transportation policy by city governments. Efforts shguld bg made to convince
governments of the disutility of expressways, when funds are comitted to such projects not yet being built. To complete the
remaining third of the Interstate System in the knowledge that the system is practically useless would bg foolish, .despxte: the
considerable investment already made. The eventual goal of the government should be the sale of all major ro.ads into private
hands during the next quarter century, with a gradual letup of maintenance on all unsalable goads to dis.courage l.hel.\t use. Airports
should be should sold also, as soon as possible. There should be a concurrent decontrolling pf the 1Pdusuy, taking et.'fect over
about five to ten years. These measures would help bring the modes of transportation back into their proper equilibrium, with
the ultimate say belonging to the consumer. Nothing could restore satisfaction with American transit systems more quickly or
satisfactorily.



- 7"ITNESS
Whittaker Chhmbers

I choose to review this book because I believe that it
conveys the sense of an important element in modern cohserve
atism, the recognition of the need for transcendency; which
has been totally ignored in other political movements, The
Fight has been the only segment of the political spectrum to
ignore the clamor for Utooia, and recognize the obduracy of
th2 human individual and the self-defeating nature of need-
less coercion., Recognition is also ziven the fact that the
cultural inheritance is the most important of all and that
cultural achievement dies with tyranny. Chambers' book is
the story of the disintegration of a culture, duz to compla-
cency and loss of vision, and the attampts of & legatee to
find an outlet for his own vision of mankind's cestiny with-
in the Communiét Party, It is the story of a peonl= who are
profoundly ashamed of their culture; and who go to all ends
to désawhate,.it,

Chambters relates his 1life':s story, snd in doing so,
strins bare th2 facsde of our culture, revealing the lack of
a philosonhical and metaphysical framework. He penetrates to
the core of our cultural crisis, the lack of a sense of com=

munity, which stems from the lack of a common cultural =zoal,



however foolish or unreasonable. This lack had led to the
fragmentation of the cultural mainstream into clannish seg-
ments, unviable over the long run. This hss proceeded through
the instrumentzlity of the 3tate's assumption of ever-greater
powers over the individual, and its inculcation of a sense of
now~rlessness and cultural malaise within the individuzl, lead-
ing to his withdrawal from the culture at large, A continua-
tion of this trend will inevitably lzad to the death of West=-
ern civilization as we know it.

Chambers begins ths boox with the tale of his desertion
from the Toviet intelligence apparatus, and the causes of his
desertion from th2 cause he had earlier turned to for the sal-
vation of mankind., He later relates the circumstances of his
early life, and his early disillusionment with the state of
the world, which lad him to the adoption of tha faith of rev-
olutionary communism, About a third of the book is devoted to
his sctivities in the communicst undersground, &and another third
to the Hiss Case, 1In the former third, he descrites his re-
lationship with the American Communist Party, kis induction
into the ‘oviet underground, the work he did in the under-
ground; and the neoole with whom he worked, le gives an ac-
count in detail of his friendshiop with Alger Hiss, the basis
for his later testimony arainst Hiss, The latter third deals
with the Hiss Case itself;.Chamhers' testimony, and the events

surroundin~ the c¢cas=,



Chambers! writing is polished and extremely effective
throughout the book. Heecommunicates the sense of tragedy
he himself felt at the failurss of mankind to achieve knowl-
edge of cuuses and ultimate ends, and to achieve peace with
himself and others, His writing =vokes a stillness from with-
in; and summons forth common memories, Chambers maintains no
emotional pretenses; nor does he spare himself the fullest
extent of sezlf-revelation. The emotional intensity of the
writing at its heights is best described as simply incredible,
I find it difficult to do it justice, and finding myself doubt-
ing my canability to do so; Pass On.

*¥hat Chambers has attempt=d to make apvarent to those wno
hsve failed to understand the desenar import of the Case, is
that this Case is rsoresentational of a larger conflict, a
conflict hetwesn two opvosing philosophies of life, a conflict

to the death, Cppos=zd to the traditional Western attitude to-

»

wards 1life as sscrad, there is the attitude that life is good

3

only as it is a tool for the interests of some or all, and

that the emotiornal and spiritual needs of the human beihg are
insignificant, %e must realize that there is a conflict, and
that we have left ourselves vulnersbtle through forgetfulness

of purnose to tha ravages of an alien philosophy. As a firm
believer in the vision of mankind raised by centuries of “est=-
ern culture; Chambers firmly repudiated throuzh both his thoughts

and deeds the notion that men should b2 regarded as sacrificial

animals to ba usad as fodder for th2 dreams of foeace nnd broth-
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erhood," to be achieved through coercion unending and the in-
evitable mutual distrust coercion engenders. Against this
wider panorama; Chambers stands out as & man who sacrificed
his hopes for happiness, that the culture he believed in might
thereby have a chance at survival, Thus presented, Chambers

is indeed an awesome witness,
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ANDRE MALRAUX AND THE DEMON OF DESTINY

Kevin Ssunders
English 404

May 7, 1974



ANDRE MALRAUX AND THR DEMON OF DESTINY

Thesis Sentence: Andre Malraux's life and philosophic ideas, themselves con-

I.

1I.
1I.

III.

gruent and necesgarily interrelated, have influenced the
content of both his fictisnal and nonfictional works.

Malreux's Life
A. The Legend and the Facts of His Life

B. The General Significance of the Facts of Malraux's Life

Malraux's Philosophic ldeas
A. Their Origin
B. The Ideas

C. Their Relation to His Development

The Influence of Malraux's Life and Ideas on His Works
A. Influence of His Philosophic Ideas
B. Influe:.we of His Life



ABDRE MALRAUX AND THE DEMON OF DESTINY

The content of the French writer Andre Malrsux's works, both his novels
and his books on art, has been strongly influenced by the course of his ear-
ly life snd his philosophic ideas, which were themselves nurtured by each
other. The contimuing value and influence of Malrsux's books make it worth-
vhile to understand their roots in the experience and development of this
extremely complex and gifted man.

There has grown up around Malraux's life a considerable body of legend
vhich has obscured the facts of his early years and has been responsible for
some misunderstandings of Malraux both as & novelist and as a public figure;
which must first be disposed of in order to comprehend the influence of Mal-
raux's early experiences.

Andre Malraux was born on November 3, 1901 (some versions of the legend

have said 1905). Contrary to legend, he did not acquire a baccalaureat from

the Lycee Concordet, nor did he study at the Ecdle des Langues Orientales;
he preferred 1£otead to learn on his own, earning a living by picking up
rare books from secondhand dealers and reselling them to rare-bookstores.!
He did, in 1923, undertake an archaeological expedition to Cambodia with his
wife Clara, and was sentenced to prison for what the French Indochinese Gov-
ernment construed as the theft of statues from publicly protected ruins

(vhich were, as Malraux contended, being strangled by jungle growth), but it

lpobert Payne, A Portrait of Andre Malraux (Englewood Cliffs, N. J.:
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1970), p. 15.



1s unlikely that Malraux was imprisoned for covert Political activities as
has been suggested, since prior to his "imprisonment" he was largely spoli-
ti;al.z Nor is it likely that Malraux's Indochinese adventure was quite as
glamorously hazardous as some have made out; in fact, the ares in which he
sought sculpture was not particularly dangerous, and the tropic fever he ad-
mittedly contracted there might just as well have been picked up in amy
South Asisn capital city.3

Soon after Malraux was released on a taechnicality he did return to co-
. found an anti-Government paper, L'Indochine, but he did not very likely
work as & propagandist and conspirator in Canton during the Chinese Revolu-
tion (ca. 1925), end Mslraux himself has denied any role as a member of the
Kuomintang Committee of Twelve and other reported upper-echelon itwolvement."
As a matter of fact, there is no evidence whatsoever to the effect that Mal-
raux even touched foot on Chinese soil until several years after the events
he has used as settings in two books (demolishing the notion that his early
novels are just "solid reportorial work"), and then only on a short visit.’

After the publication of his most widely acclaimed book, Man's Fate, in
1933, he did become an increasingly important spokesman for the Left, but
the Communist Party was suspicious of him on the whole, and regarded him as
doctrinally .unreliable. He never lent his artistic abilities out for pur-
poses of propaganda, although many have regarded a few of his works as "mere

prppaganda;" Leon Trotsky, doctrinally "impure" himself, suggested in a book

znenis Boak, Andre Malraux (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1968), p. 10.

3. M. Prohock, Andre Malrsux and the Tragic Imagination (Stanford, Ca.:
Stanford University Press, 1952), p. 12.

4% dmund Wilson, "Andre Malraux," in Malrasux: A Collection of Critical
Essays, ed. by R. W. B. Lewis (Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc.,

1964), p. 30.

Cecil Jenkins, Andre Malraux (New York: Twayne Publishers, Inc., 1972),
p. 37.




3
:evtew of The Conquerors (published in 1928) that the suthor needed %a col-
id inoculation of Marxism," n6 and Pearl Buck, in another review of the same
book, almost accused him of bourgeois individualiem.’

After 1935, Malraux's activities can be fairiy well accounted for;
there 1s a gap between 1928 and 1932, during which time he may have under-
taken an lrchneological‘expedition to Afghantatln.a concerning which there
is no reliable information. For the sake of btﬁgtnphy, the remainder of
his 1ife ran thus: in 1937, he organized the Spaniah (Republicaen) Air
Fotco, and later solicited funds in America for the Loyalisto; he fousht in
WW II as an enlisted man in the tenks, and served in the Resistance after
escaping a German POW camp; he became propaganda chief for de Gsulle's 1948
goverrment, wrote several art books after the government éollapsﬁd, and then
returned to politics in 1958 as the Minister of Culture in de Gaulle's l'ifth
Republic, later retiring with de Glulle.

Sevaeral of these facts are of importance in ublrahx'a 1life. His 1901
birthdate is significant primarily because he thus escaped service in the
First World War, and that humiliation did not for him become synonymous with
service as & ranker in the modern army, as it did for many other wtiters§9
Algo, his lack of formal higher education will harm him in that he did not
develop the caﬁicity for meticulous thoughtthhst training might have nour-

ished, although it has been argued that Malrsux could not hsve acquired the

knowledge he desired and needed in any formal school .10 (It has also been

63e0on Trotsky, "The Strangled Revolution," in Malrsux; A Collaction of
Essayg, ed. by R, W. B, Lewis (Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice-

H.ll. Inc.. 196‘.). p. 15.

TPearl Buck, "Revolutionists in & Novel of Chinas,” The Saturday Review
of Literature, June 30, 1934, p. 777.

sBolk, Pe 120
9¢rohock, pp. 10-11.

lor‘yne, P 15-



quite convincingly argued that Mslraux's temperment is too anti-systematic
to develpp a capability for systematic thought.u)

Most important are Malrsux's genersl intellectual background end eavir-
onment and his Indochinese experience. His interests centared &rom the
start upon art and literature, and he was especially engrossed with Nietesche;
which interests (or obsessions, if you wish) he has maintained to this day,
and have provided him with much of his literary subject-matter. His Indo-
chinese "imprisonment” was probably the cause of his radicalization: by
turning him agsinst the French Indochinese Government, it brought him inte
aligmment, and contact, with Annamese nationalists, many of whom were Marx-
1st sympathizers;1? and it provided sn experience of humiliation which left
& great mark on Malraux (although he never actually went to prison, the en-
tire affair was rather sordid, and caused a small scandal in Paris).

Malrsux's basic philosophic ideas are generally drived from Nietzsche,
with whose works, as has been stated, he became acquainted as a young man.
Although he is not a particularly rigorous thinker--Denis Boak expressed
Malraux's greatest philosophical talent perfectly when he said, "Malraux's
gift 18 for seizing on individual ideas and expressing them in dazszsling for-
mulae, rather than for systematic thmht"nuha has had a great effect on
the development of Existentialism through the formulation of several crucial
concepts, for instance the idea of "the Absurd.”

Malreux's philosophy begins with the Nietzscheen notion that God is

Dead, and that due to the death of the absolute, individual men must turn to

Ugenkins, p. 25.
1230‘1{, p. 10,
1330.1‘, p. 211,



their will (rather than the## faith) and hammer out their own set of values .14
However, Malrsux goes one step further, and declares that as & result of bhe
Death of God, the Christian ides of Man 1s no longer tenable, and that since
Wextern culture has no other concept of Man to take its place, Man is Dead.
Malraux argues thet without a conception of "fundamental mam," we have no
means to define ourselvgs personally, and that we not only lose communica-
tion with others, but with oursalves.ls

Malrsux sees men as beings cornered by an ‘out:ra‘geous destiny, who must,
in order to mix;tqin their dignity, violently rebel agginat this “destiny.”
(Malraux does not employ the term "destiny" with any pgr;iculﬂr rigor in his
works, but does use it as a ‘key term to denote the conditions of life which
seem to cgnfute human meaning and render life "cbsurd."m) They must seek
a means to effectively assert their dignity against the indifference of the
universe; in Malraux's terms: an "antidestiny." |

This positéon has been categorized as typically Romanticist; and, indeeed,
the rejection of individual limitations, the demand vfo: a frea life (both of
these are only implicit in the above outline, but are made more obvious in
Malraux's works), and the struggle against destiny, all mark it as a full-
blooded constituent of that group. It rejects the conventional reacupn to
metaphysical malaise, the acceptance of an ethic of work (best portrayed in
Csndide), and instead seeks to rebel against the universe in some grandiose
naoner .17 |
B Here it is ddduminating to turn to Cecil Jenkins' criticism of Malraux's

philosophical position. He argues that Malrsux's positions do not properly

Isjenkins, p. 104,
16.!enld.ns, p. 17.
7Boak, pp. 240-242.
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comprise a8 philosophy but rather a Weltanschuung, formulated in response to
vhat Malraux sees as '"the decay of Waestern c:ultm:e,"18 and he also argues
that his violent Romantic stance is simply the‘lostcal result of Malrsux's
refusal to accept reality, which can be seen in his preference for myth over
reality in his books, in his rejection of immediate reality in favor of des
"destiny," and in his genersl snti-rationslistic bias.l9

It 1is important to recognize that Malraux does 'seek to affirm the "sub-
lime," as defined by Kent as man's consciousness of his inalienable humanity,20
| snd that _hi.n aim through_mt his works has been to discover &n "cnti._doétiny,"
'i.n the "virile fraternity" which he proclaimed (best formulated by Kyo Gésors
in Man's Fate: "Men are not my brothers: they are those who look at me,
and judge me. My brothers are those who look at me, and love we."), in pol-
itics, and finally in art, which would serve to reduce the solitude of the
individual, and unite men in a shared culture.

These ideas of Malraux's influenced his development in several areas.

His concept of "virlle fraternity" helped prompt his turn to revolutionary

21 ond his allegience to

Communism, @3 8 cause in which men would be united;
both Communism and Gaullism can also be explained by Malraux's belief that
sahere was at that time no other force which could work es an "antidestiny."
They also help to explain the growth of the legend. Denis Boak com-
pares Malraux with T. E. Llwren;:e , whom Malraux much udmited_and whose com-

pulsion to embroider on the facts secems fairly well established, and main-

- 18Jenk1ns s P. 152,
193enkins, pp. 24-25.

203983ph Frank, "Andre Malraux: The Image of Man," in Malraux: A €ol-
lection of Critical Essays, ed. by R. @. B. Lewis((Englewood Cliffe, N. J.!
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1964), p. 85.

21Nicola Chiaromonte, "Malraux and the Demons of Action," ibid., p. 107.



tains that Malraux deliberately played roles and mystified his sctivities.22
Malraux's refusal to clarify the facts of his life can also be seen to stem
from his enti-rationalism, manifesting ttself as a distrust of blographies
@8 tools of understanding; he probably feels, as does Kyo Gisors in Man's
Fate, that knowledge of a man's actions does not bring appreciation of "the
incomparable monster, dear above all things, that every being is to himself
and that he cherishes &n his heart."

Malrsux's experiences have influenced his works in multifarious ways;
for instance practicslly ali his settings are derived from his exyetiguca.z3
However, one experience in particular has hed a disproportionate influence;
his Indochinese adventure. As several have argued, this was s particularly
traumatic experience for him, and led him to plece great emphahis upon the
indignities of humiliation.

This experience spparently has set a pexttern for moﬁc of his novels,
W. M. Frohock has maintained that there is a cénaistent pattern in the ex-
periences of Malraux's characters: they follow the pattern of experience of
the Shhman, a figure in mythology. |

The Shamen is an individual who has withdrawn from the objective world,
undergoing & profound transformation of his person as a result, and returns
to the real world with greatly increased powers and knowledge. Frohock points
ﬁut the fact that in Malrsux's novels severlfa of his characters experience
‘thionplttetn of withdrawal, enlightenment, and return, and that many ﬁtheta
experience the first two steps of the pattern.

He further points éut ghat all three characters privileged with return

resemble Malrsux in their biographical details. There is the unidentified

22Boak. pp. 2-7.
23goak, p. 19.



narrator of The Conqudrors, a&n archaseologist-revolutionary in the East,

Claude Vannec in La Voie Royale, sn archseologist who trasvels to Indochine
to recover valuable statues from ruined temples in the Cambodian jungle and
gets in trouble with the suthorities, and the Younger Berger in Les Noyers
de 1'Altenburg is & well-informed amateur archeeologist who fights in WW II

in the tank corps and 1is captured early in the war.

Frohock concludas from thés that Malraux sees himself in this same man-
ner. There are definite parallels between Mslraux #nd the archetypal Shaman:
his brilliance, his inner tension, hﬁ function as & “Witness" for many peo-
ple. Malrasux has the background to know and understand the myth; his novels
reflect his preoccupation with the myth, and his identification with "Shaman-
istic" characters.2

Geoffrey H. Hartmann recognizes 8 somewhat similar pattern in the idea
of “the Descent and Return from Hell," although he does not go on to conclude
that Malraux fits the pattern.?3

Frohock's interpretation of the Shaman-myth in Malraux's novels supports
the contention hhat Malraux is basically engaged in a rebellion against real-
ity. Frobenius, an author with whom Malrsux was definitely well-acquainted,
once stated that Shamanisa was thje désposition of the individual temperment-
ally incapable of accepting the natural order of reality; asddit does seem
plausible that in identifying himself with Shemanistic characters, he has in-

tentionally identified himself with the Shamanistic dispostion of mind.26

24pyohock, pp. 137-149.

zsceoffrey H. Hartmenn, "The Return from Hell," in Malraux: A Collection
of Critical Essays,(ed. by R. W. B. lewis (Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice-
a‘ll’ InCQ’ 1964). Ppo 61‘70.

26pyrohock » Pe 149.



Malraux's idess affected the structure and form of his novels quite
strongly. In order to make his metaphysical point, the conflict between his
characters and their life, between their will to meaddng and the absurdity
" of qgiatenca, he neglects plot and externsl conflict. In meking his idee of
"destipy" clear, he is forced to place hds characters in extreme oimtiono
‘in order both to make their acts of metaphysical self-assertions posseible,
and to clarify the metaphysical significance of these acts. He also tends
to present strongly subjective, cinematographically sgyled scenes of great
imagerial impact, temporally compartmentalized, in order to enphum indi-
vidual perceptioa.27

Malreux's preoccupation with the Death of Men is evident throughout his
work; he is constantly concerned with the unity of men. Some, who have fail-
to apprehend Malraux's will towards tramnscendence of "iurrow' individuality,
have criticized Malraux®fior his inability (or unwillingness) to portrey cor-
ruption fin men.28 vhich can be seen as & unifying attempt; it has been sug-
gested that Malrsux's aggrent obsession with erotic sadism and torture is

another unifying attempt, part of an effort to leave nothing outside the hu-

man.29

Malraux's attempts through the years to "find the reality of man, inde-

pendently of cultural foma,"” to discover (or rather create) & concept of

27Jenki.ns, p. 19.

zaclmde-ﬂdmonde Magny, "Malraux the Fascinator," in Malraux: A Collec-
tion of Critical Essays, ed. by R. W. B. Lewis (Englewood Cliffs, N, J.:
Rrentice-Hall, Inc., 1964), p. 123. '

2% ictor Brombert, "Malraux: Passion and Intellect," ibid., p. 145.

3°Jenk1ns, p. 105.
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"fundamental man® which can be used to create & new avereness of self, and
his attempt to set art &s &n "antidestiny" throughhlis art boolls, reveal his
basfic concern with ths salvation of Western man.

Western m%. as Cacil Jenkins suggests, really be in need of
uving;n but Andre Malraux ‘ntin serves 8s sn inspiring exemple, as 8 man
vho, confronted with a déssgreeable reality, seeks to right it through both
art sand actiom.

M senkios, pp. 107-109.
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